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Foyle Valley LCA is a broad river valley extending along the River Foyle from outside 

Lifford in the south of the area to the border with Northern Ireland on the outskirts of 

Derry City in the north of this LCA including the ‘border villages’ of Ballindrait, Carrigans, 

Lifford and St. Johnston.  This LCA is characterised by undulating fertile agricultural 

lands with a regular field pattern of medium to large geometric fields, bound by 

deciduous trees and hedgerow. There is a dispersed scatter of rural residential 

development within this LCA comprising of farmsteads and one off rural dwellings along 

with areas of ribbon development along the county road network; there are a number of 

large detached historic houses and associated grounds within this landscape, particularly 

along the Foyle.  This LCA has a strong visual connection to its mirror landscape on the 

opposite side of the River Foyle in Northern Ireland in terms of the similar landscape 

type and also that the Northern Ireland landscape inherently informs the views within 

and without of this LCA.  The River Foyle is an ecologically, strategically and historically 

(including the fishing economy) important feature in this landscape. 

Landscape Character types 
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Landscape Characteristics 

Land Form and Land Cover 

• Undulating rural agricultural landscape with underlying schist geology in the north 

and Quartzite in the south that consists of one half of a large broad river valley that 

slopes gently towards the Foyle, the other half being in Northern Ireland.  

• Interesting convergence of the rivers Finn, Mourne, Deele, Swilly Burn, and Foyle in 

the east of this LCA that flow north as the River Foyle into Lough Foyle; mirrored on 

the east bank of the River Foyle in Northern Ireland.  There is an alluvial plain in the 

middle of the River Foyle that has formed a long flat island extending from Lifford 

north towards Porthall within the jurisdiction of Ireland  

• The landscape is physically shared with Northern Ireland to the east of this LCA; the 

River Foyle defines the border with Northern Ireland and the 2 jurisdictions share its 

catchment. 

• Regular shaped medium to large, arable and pasture fields bound in hedgerow 

interspersed with deciduous trees and clumps of trees are characteristic to this 

‘plantation landscape’. 

• The topography of this LCA lends a wide aspect over the surrounding landscape and 

of particular note are the many wind farms in Northern Ireland that are visually 

prominent within this landscape. 

Settlements 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Ballindrait: Ballindrait is a rural plantation village situate on a crossing of the Deele 

River, with an ‘atypical’ plantation layout of terraces facing onto a triangular 

‘diamond’.  Ballindrait railway station was a stop on the Strabane to Letterkenny 

railway line, that operated from 1909-1960. 

• Carrigans: Carrigans is a small plantation village on the Carrigans River close to the 

border with Northern Ireland that was formerly part of Dunmore Estate.  Dunmore 

House and Demesne are on the National Record of Protected Structures and inform 

the landscape setting and character of Carrigans. 

• St Johnston: St Johnston is a small linear settlement within the Laggan District. 

There is a strong historic core within the village which retains much of its original 

layout and many original buildings.  St Johnston railway station east of the town was 

a stop on the Londonderry to Enniskillen railway line that followed the River Foyle 

and which ceased to operate in 1965. 

• Lifford: Lifford is a small historic town on the border with Northern Ireland, it first 

developed around the site of Lifford Castle, built in 16th Century at a strategic 

crossing point on the River Foyle. The centre of Lifford is a designated zone of 

archaeological interest and protected as a National Monument; other important 

structures include the Lifford Courthouse and Church of St. Lugadius.  

 

 

 



 

92 

 

 

History, Culture and Heritage 

• Large concentration of Recorded Monuments dating from the Neolithic and early 

bronze-age including ‘Beltany Stone Circle’ outside the town of Raphoe, a large 

archaeological complex at Killymonaster and Croaghan. 

• Important vernacular and imposed built heritage including 19 RPS structures and 28 

NIAH including a number of small ‘big houses’ and demesnes.  

• Railway line along the shores of River Foyle and west towards Letterkenny. 

• Historic Landscape Characterisation identifies a predominantly agricultural landscape 

of straight-sided and surveyed fields (Generic HLC-type) bounded by hedgerow; this 

is typical of areas that were improved during the 18th- and 19th centuries as in 

surrounding areas. Previously, much of the Foyle valley was cultivated for a variety 

of crops but much of it is under grass now.  Beltany Ring, a Ceremonial Generic HLC-

type, was used as a meeting place in Prehistoric times. It still commands wide views 

across fertile valleys.  

Access and Recreation  

• National Primary road (N13) links Lifford to Letterkenny and Lifford to Ballybofey, 

Regional roads to Derry and Raphoe branch from the N13. 

• Network of county roads permeate the LCA. 

• River Foyle and its tributaries have one of the largest stocks of Atlantic Salmon in 

Europe and fishing is an important recreational activity in this LCA. 

• Monreagh Ulster Scots.  

Biodiversity 

• Ecologically important landscape containing 456.8ha of Natura 2000 sites (SAC & 

SPA) and 310.1ha pNHA sites.  

• Hedge and deciduous tree bound fields are a dominant feature in this landscape 

providing biodiversity corridors throughout.  

• River Foyle and tributary rivers within this LCA are important for their populations of 

Atlantic Salmon (Annex 1 species), one of the largest populations in Europe. 

• Large areas of deciduous woodland particularly along the coast and along the river 

valleys. 

Forces for change 

• In the past there was considerable pressure for urban generated housing 

development from the city of Derry in neighbouring Northern Ireland; this LCA forms 

the natural rural hinterland of Derry city and abuts the border with Northern Ireland. 

• Linear development along the rural road network 

• Potential for fishing tourism activities.  

• Potential for heritage and history tourism product development. 

• Renewable energy development (windfarms). 

• Afforestation on higher ground within the north and west of the landscape unit.  

• Telecommunications and infrastructural development 

• Coastal erosion 

 

 

 

 

 


